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West Norway, 1940s
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OslibakkennearStavanger, 1911Oslibakken, Rogaland 1911
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Old peatdiggingwith pine roots, westNorway, 1917



www.nina.no

Industrial scalepeatproductionon Fedje islandnearBergen, 1903. The peatwastransportedto the quaysideby train.
This wasthe mainsourceof domesticand industrialfuel in Bergen in the later 19th and early20th centuries.



Yellow: Forest clearance periods. Dotted line, deforestation in progress; solid line, final 
moorland establishment; dashed line, grassland and permanent infields. Prøsch-Danielsen & 
Simonsen 2000. Veget. Hist. Archaeobot. 9:189-204.
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Peat was the main source of 
domestic fuel in coastal Norway 
for many centuries .

This was due to the lack of wood
in the region; in coastal areas, 
conversion to open moorland
was « substantially complete
by the Bronze Age ».

Further deforestation and 
moorland establishment continued
inland in SW Norway to the Viking 
era and beyond . Moorland reached
its maximum extent in the 19th 
century .

This open landscape was
« anthropogenic in origin » , due 
primarily to the effects of grazing
and associated activities such as 
muirburn and use for firewood
(Prøsch -Danielsen & Simonsen 
2000. Veget . Hist. Archaeobot . 
9:189 -204). 

Peatcuttingsand dryingstacksin Jæren 
(coastalplain nearStavanger). Kitty Kielland, 
oil on canvas, 1900



www.nina.no

Climate
comparisons

(mapsto scaleand in correctrelative positions)



www.nina.no

www.senorge.no

http://www.senorge.no/

